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We have the opportunity right now in-
stead of paying royalties to the compa-
nies that are providing us with our en-
ergy, we can now invest in alternatives
ways of finding resources to be able to
provide the energy for our people and
to stimulate the business growth, espe-
cially in Ohio and hopefully in America
as well.

It is important to realize that we
have the opportunities to burn ethanol.
I am excited about the fact that cer-
tainly in my area we have an abun-
dance of coal, and with clean coal tech-
nology we can create more energy. We
have the opportunity now, Mr. Speak-
er, to look at coal-to-liquid fuel as an
alternative to lessen our dependency
on foreign oil. I truly believe that this
is a move in the right direction, Mr.
Speaker, and something that will help.
I am looking forward to resolving the
energy problems of our country.
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PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, reserv-
ing my right to object, could the
Speaker tell me why we are limiting 1-
minutes to five per side, yet we are get-
ting out today in the middle of the day
at 2 o’clock?

Mr. Speaker, I will accept that for an
answer. I just wanted to ask the ques-
tion and make sure that we understood
that we are.

————

NO REASON TO CELEBRATE

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today the majority party will increase
taxes on American oil companies and,
hence, on all Americans. And they will
increase our dependence on foreign oil.
This will complete the sixth item of
the majority party’s initial agenda.
This is the sixth time, but certainly
not the last time, that Democrats will
put forth a policy that fills a sound
bite, but not sound policy. And accord-
ing to a Democrat clock that stops and
starts when it is politically convenient,
they will be completed within 100
hours.

While those from across the aisle will
pat themselves on the back, this is no
cause for celebration. Adopting legisla-
tion without allowing consideration by
any committee, or even a single
amendment, is not a reason to cele-
brate. Applying the rules of the House
only when they serve your purpose are
no rules at all. And a blatant disregard
to follow through on promises made in
November shatters the trust of the
American people and is no reason to
celebrate.

This is the people’s House. It thrives
when ideas are wrestled with and chal-
lenged. The best ideas and solutions
then rise to the top.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
are watching. Doing anything less is no
reason to celebrate.
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A NEW DIRECTION

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker,
today we are going to discuss energy
and a new direction.

The Speaker has set a vision to get
us off our oil addiction. And in order to
do that, we have got to find some
money to begin to develop alternative
energy sources.

Now, the newspapers today are filled
with stories about why we are still in
Iraq. We are trying to get a law passed
over there that puts in production
sharing agreements with the big oil
companies of this country. We are try-
ing to get a hold of the Iraqis’ oil. We
want to take 70 percent of the profits
at the beginning.

Now, no Iraqi who has any nation-
alist feelings is going to sign that, and
that is why we are still there 4 years
later. We are till trying to get a hold of
their oil and control it.

This country has to take the begin-
ning step today, with H.R. 6, to get us
off this oil addiction. Alternative en-
ergy, whether you are talking solar or
wind or biomass or bio diesel, all these
are ways that Americans can use for
energy and we don’t have to live off the
rest of the world. We get 3 percent of
our oil from the United States. All the
rest comes from outside. We are totally
dependent on it.

COUNTY PAYMENT

(Mr. WALDEN of Oregon asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, this Congress and the last have
failed to keep the Federal Govern-
ment’s commitment to the people who
live near our national forests. This
breach of faith means 100 hardworking
county employees in Jackson County,
Oregon, will lose their jobs in June.
That is 10 percent of the county’s
workforce.

Within 3 months, Jackson County
will close all 15 county libraries and
slash their road budget.

Remember the heart wrenching
search for the Kim family lost in the
national forest in southern Oregon?
Jackson County used their equipment
to help in that search, equipment and
personnel paid for by the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-Deter-
mination Act. As Jackson County
Commissioner C.W. Smith said: ‘“‘Loss
of this program is a national domestic
funding crisis.”

I call on the Democratic leadership
to put H.R. 17 on your 100-hour legisla-
tive agenda. Keep faith with rural
schools and counties. Keep the word of
the Federal Government to timbered
communities.

H675

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
resolution (H. Res. 73) and I ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 73

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be and are hereby elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

(1) COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET.—Ms.
DeLauro, Mr. Edwards, Mrs. Capps, Mr. Coo-
per, Mr. Allen, Ms. Schwartz of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. Kaptur, Mr. Becerra, Mr. Doggett,
Mr. Blumenauer, Mr. Berry, Mr. Boyd of
Florida, Mr. McGovern, Ms. Sutton, Mr. An-
drews, Mr. Scott of Virginia, Mr. Etheridge,
Ms. Hooley, Mr. Baird, Mr. Moore of Kansas,
Mr. Bishop of New York.

Mr. PALLONE (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be considered as
read and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CAPUANO). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New Jer-
sey?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the initial request of the
gentleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
CLEAN ENERGY ACT OF 2007

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 66 and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 66

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 6) to reduce our Na-
tion’s dependency on foreign oil by investing
in clean, renewable, and alternative energy
resources, promoting new emerging energy
technologies, developing greater efficiency,
and creating a Strategic Energy Efficiency
and Renewables Reserve to invest in alter-
native energy, and for other purposes. All
points of order against the bill and against
its consideration are waived except those
arising under clauses 9 or 10 of rule XXI. The
bill shall be considered as read. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) three hours of debate,
with 60 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ways and
Means, 60 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, 30 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Agri-
culture, and 30 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Science
and Technology; and (2) one motion to re-
commit.

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 6 pur-
suant to this resolution, notwithstanding the
operation of the previous question, the Chair
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